VENUS DE MILO

IS INDECENT

ENUS de Milo is indecent
because her stomach is ex-
posed, at least that is the verdict of the Tokyo
Metropolitan Police. So Venus now stands
demurely clad in an Alice Blue rayon gown in the
Meiji Insurance Building in Kojimachi Ward at
the Marble Restaurant.
"Venus has always led a hard life. This is
just a Japanese version of it/* said Mr* Gonha-
chiro Hiraoka, the restaurant's proprietor and one
of Tokyo's better known artists. "They also
confiscated a nude by Henri Matisse and another
by Paul Gauguin which were hanging on the wall*
The trouble is that the police are made responsible
for public morals. That includes deciding whe-
ther a work of art is artistic or indecent. Natural-
ly policemen know little or nothing about art.
They have done some funny things before.
When my teacher, Mr, Kiyoteru Kuroda> returned